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The 2008/2009 programme included 14 meetings or field trips, and we enjoyed talks or walks from 5 
visitors, the rest of the events being organised by our own members. 
 
Attendance at meetings has been high this year, with an average of 23 people at each talk.   Thanks to 
our visitors, Catherine Delaney for talking about Devensian ice in the north of England and David 
Leather for taking us through the geology of Westray, Orkney, which he has studied in detail.  Bill 
Paley gave us an insight into the complications of geological interpretation of sediments in East 
Greenland, while Ailsa Burrows amazed us with New Zealand geology, during which we tried to adjust 
to being in an unfamiliar hemisphere with very different plate tectonics.   Bob Appleyard introduced us 
to sequence stratigraphy, as an introduction to the weekend that he led to the Carboniferous rocks on 
the Northumberland coast in October 2008.   Alison Tymon and Phil Robinson gave talks on 
metamorphism and plate tectonics respectively, as beginner’s guides for those new to geology, both of 
which were challenging topics. 
 
There were 10 participants on average on the field trips, in all weathers.   All our walks this year, 
except one, were in Carboniferous rocks.  We went to see the Pendle Grits with Phil Robinson and Ian 
Kane near Skipton, which tied in nicely with Paul Kabrna’s walk to the area around Pendle Hill and 
Clitheroe.  A walk along Wharfedale near Addingham with Neil Aitkenhead in glorious weather later 
in the year showed us rocks of similar age, with very exciting structures, not generally seen in the rocks 
we are used to in West Yorkshire.  In February Ian Chisholm bravely guided a small group around 
Lower Carboniferous limestones and sandstones near Wirksworth in Derbyshire, where we had to 
negotiate very icy car parks, but found Ian’s ideas stimulating, as always.   Alison Tymon took a group 
to Upton, near Wakefield, to see the dramatic rocks of the Permo-Carboniferous unconformity in a 
disused railway line, recently excavated at our request by Wakefield Council. 
 
Sales of the two Huddersfield booklets have slowed down. The Building Stones of Huddersfield was 
published 14 years ago and is getting slightly out-of-date, so we decided that it should be given away.  
There are still enough left to use for guided walks around Huddersfield in the future.  We have plenty 
of stock of the Rocks and Landscapes of Huddersfield. 
 
HGG collaborated with Kirklees Countryside Unit and the West Yorkshire branch of the Dry Stone 
Walling Association on a project in the Upper Colne Valley last year.   This resulted in a DVD on dry 
stone walling including geology, a geological interpretation board at Tunnel End, Marsden, and a 
Marsden Dry Stone Walls guided walk leaflet.  The project won a prestigious European Award for 
conservation. 
 
Tolson Museum, Ravensknowle, Huddersfield launched a project called Cabinets of Curiosities, in 
which a small group of us worked with two curators to choose geological items of importance to us.  
These were displayed in a purpose-built cabinet, decorated and labelled appropriately.  The rocks, 
minerals, fossils, maps and books were chosen to reflect the importance of geology for us as 
individuals.  The curators also showed us many geological specimens in the Tolson Museum’s 
collection, some of which were put on public display during the summer.  Thanks to John Wheeler, Jan 
Roddan, Derek Berryman and Andrew Krasinski for taking part in this very interesting project. 
 



 
 
Jane Hawkesford has done a wonderful job with the website and continues to update it regularly. I am 
proud that we are able to advertise our activities so professionally, as well as provide information about 
the rocks and landscapes of the Huddersfield district to anyone who is interested. The website has 
extended the number of people who are aware of Huddersfield’s geology, as it draws on the Rocks and 
Landscapes of Huddersfield book that we produced a few years ago. 
 
Our hospitality at meetings continues and I am very grateful to those volunteers who make tea and 
coffee and provide cakes for meetings. Offers for the supply of cakes for future meetings would be 
appreciated.    I appreciate the help that many of you give after each meeting in clearing up the 
refreshments. Please volunteer to help whenever you can. 
 
The Newsletter continues to enable us to communicate within the group, so many thanks to Julie 
Earnshaw for producing it before each meeting. It reports and publicises field trips and meetings so that 
everybody has a chance to become involved in whatever activities interest them. Thanks also to 
Andrew Krasinski who quietly publicises the Huddersfield Geology Group in many ways. Andrew's 
beautiful posters are much appreciated and they are getting wider distribution in the area as many 
members put them in shops and libraries around Kirklees. 
 
The committee has been enlarged to seven and we have held two meetings, which have been very 
useful in planning the group's future. As always, thanks to the committee for all their help. 
My thanks to all of you who continue to be interested and enthusiastic about local rocks and 
landscapes. It is wonderful to see many people participating in other groups and activities and 
representing the Huddersfield Geology Group more widely. This enthusiasm is the key to our 
enjoyment and should be valued highly. 
 
Alison Tymon 
November 2009 


